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SUBJECT 


: Susaiary of Chilean Co stress local Election 

Operation 


1* The following la a brief sussaary of CIA activity 
la support of moderate candidates la the Chilean congres- 
sional elections of 3 March 1969* Attached Is a briefing 
paper containing salient facts pertaining to that election. 

2« The election program, in brief, was to support those 
candidates of the Christian Democratic, Radical and National 
Parties whose election would strengthen moderate political 
forces in the Chilean Congress and counteract the leftist 
drift toward a possible popular front victory in the 1070 
presidential election* The election of moderate candidates 
was also intended to create a congressional "brake" la the 
event that a popular front candidate is successful in 1079* 

3* An election teas of &8bassy and Station officers 
was established under the chairmanship of Ambassador Edward K 
Sorry to identify those candidates to whom support would be 
given. Support was given to the candidates on an Individual 
basis, either directly or indirectly, rather than through a 
political party* In a majority of the eases, support con- 
sisted entirely of propaganda; In some cases, money was 
passed directly to tbs candidate. 

4. The main thrust of the propaganda effort was to 
create a psychological climate favorable to the election of 
moderate candidates and the defeat of extreme leftists. As 
a part of this effort , the Station financed 
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